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BINEGAR PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on 2 February 2021  

online via Zoom due to exceptional circumstances, commencing at 7 00 pm 

Present: Jon Abbott (Chair), Philip Blatchford, John Bridges, Cath Law, Phill Roberts, John Scadding and 

David Stone. 

In attendance: Diane Abbott (Clerk), Josh Burr and David Wilson.  

1  Apologies for absence 
There were no apologies for absence. 

 

 

2  Chair’s announcements 

The Chair made the following announcements: 

 
Grass Cutting Contract 

The Chair informed the meeting that an Invitation to Tender had been released at the beginning 
of January with a closing date of 12 February.  Five expressions of interest had been received 

and 3 site visits made.  The aim is to consolidate bids received and blind circulate prior to the 

March meeting of the Parish Council. 
 

Binegar Bottom Tree Planting 
The Chair informed the meeting that Mendip District Council’s contractors had planted 150 

‘whips’ early in December.  They seem to be surviving the considerable water movement 
experienced over the last week or so.  It is hoped to complete the construction of a low fence 

around the plantation over the coming weeks. 

 
Village Flooding 

Last Friday saw considerable flooding across the A37 by the pedestrian crossing. The water 
emanated from a drain cover at the A37 end of the footpath running behind The George Inn.  

The water flowing from Binegar Bottom runs under this path, under the road and out into the 

triangle by the Post Office.  Last weeks flooding clearly demonstrated there is in there is 
insufficient capacity to handle the flow of water.  Somerset Highways are aware and that the 

problem needs to be addressed.   
 

Notice Board 

The Chair informed the meeting that he had removed the Turners Court Lane notice board for 
refurbishment.  This has revealed that the overall condition is far worse than initially thought due 

to ingress of water.  Refurbishment will gain another couple of years but the Parish Council 
should consider and budget for a replacement. 

 
Playground Report  

The playground has been inadvertently omitted from the agenda for which the Clerk apologised.  

The Chair therefore covered the report in his announcements. 
 

The meeting noted the playground report previously circulated and the Chair highlighted that the 
hole in the playground had reappeared and had been refilled with the remaining gravel.  He 

stated that a longer-term solution was needed to resolve the situation.  Philip offered some 

additional gravel if required. 
 

 

   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

3  Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest.  

 

 

4  Minutes 

It was RESOLVED to sign the Minutes of the 1 December 2020 Meeting as a correct record. 
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5  Local Government Reports 
Cllr Josh Burr reported that the District Council has had to re-focus its core priorities to include 

supporting the following: 
 

• Covid-19 vaccination programme; test sites; and compliance 

• Business grant support 

 

 
 

6  Planning Applications 
 

The meeting noted and considered the following applications: 
 

1. Application 2020/2065/HSE – The Little Manor, Nevilles Batch, Binegar, BA3 4TP 

To note approval of the erection of a single storey extension.  
 

2. Application 2020/2084/HSE – The Little Manor, Nevilles Batch, Binegar, BA3 4TP 
To note withdrawal of the application for erection of a two-storey side extension. 

 

3. Application 2020/2597/FUL – The Little Manor, Nevilles Batch, Binegar, BA3 4TP 
Erection of a detached single storey dwelling. 

The meeting considered the above application and after discussion it was agreed to 
recommend refusal. 

 
4. Application 2020/2564/APP – The Portway, Turners Court Lane, Binegar, Somerset, 

BA3 4UA 

The meeting noted approval of details reserved by condition 6 (Foul Drainage) and 
condition 7 (Surface Water Drainage System) on planning consent 2019/0035/OTA 

 
5. 2020/2508/VRC – Marchants Hill Farm, Marchants Hill, Gurney Slade, Somerset, BA3 

4TY 

The meeting noted the application to vary conditions 2 (Use Class) & 3 (Opening Hours) 
of planning approval 085033/013 (Change of use of barn to caravan repair workshop).  

Previously circulated. 
 

6. 2020/2509/FUL – Marchants Hill Farm, Marchants Hill, Gurney Slade, Somerset, BA3 
4TY 

The meeting noted the retrospective application for Change of use from caravan storage 

to external plant nursery – previously circulated. 
 

The meeting noted that a response to Items 5 & 6 above had been made to support the planning 
officer’s decision.   

 

 

7  Financial matters 
1. To receive and note a statement of the financial position to date 

The meeting noted the financial position to date. 
 

2. To note receipts since last the report 

The meeting noted the following receipts: 
£200.00 – Wells Funeral Services – M Williams 

£60.00 – Wells Funeral Services – Paid in error  
£55.98 – NS&I – Interest capitilisation 

 

3. To note standing order payments since the last report 
The meeting noted the following standing order payment: 

£xxx.xx – Parish Clerk – December payment 
£xxx.xx – Parish Clerk – January payment 

 
4. To approve cheque payments 

The meeting approved the following payments: 

£2250.00 – J Murtagh Tree Services – Ash Trees on Batch 
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£60.00 – Wells Funeral Services – repayment of payment made in error 
£220.80 – HMRC  

£73.92 – Expenses J Abbott – Noticeboard refurbishment, playground signage, ironmongery 
Binegar Bottom 

£30.00 – Gurney Slade and Binegar Memorial Hall – Hire of Hall 2020 

£75.00 – Ammerdown Estate – Cemetery Christmas Tree – to be refunded 
£50.00 – Paul Lincoln, Emedia South West – Website hosting 

£60.00 – D Abbott contracted expenses – October  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

8  On-line banking 

The meeting noted that the Clerk was still awaiting confirmation of changes to signatories.  Once 
this was in place progressing on-line banking could continue. 
 

 

DA 

9  2019-20 Financial year-end arrangements 

The meeting noted that the annual Internal Controls Risk Assessment was due.  After discussion 

it was agreed that the assessment should take place when the Clerk could physically sit with a 
councillor to undertake the assessment. 

 
The Clerk informed the meeting she had circulated the form and asked members to read and 

raise any areas they felt needed more urgent attention. 

 
The Chair asked Cllr John Bridges to carry out the risk assessment when circumstances 

permitted. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
All 

 

 
JB 

 

10  Memberships 

The meeting considered membership of external organisations and RESOLVED to continue 
subscriptions to Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) and the Society of Local Council 

Clerks (SLCC). 
 

 

11  A37 SID 

Phill informed the meeting that no further progress could be made due to COVID 19.  The 
meeting agreed the item should be deferred until circumstances changed. 

 

 

12  Village Clothing Bank 

The meeting considered hosting a clothing bank and after discussion it was agreed to move this 

forward jointly with the Village Hall Committee. 
 

 

DA/

JA 

13  Great British Spring Clean 
The meeting noted that arrangements would continue for the village Spring Clean-up on 27/28 

March.  The meeting discussed and agreed the purchase of two sets of litter grabbers and hi-vis 

vests to allow interim tidying to continue. 
 

 
 

DA 

14  Dog Waste Bin – Bennetts Lane 
Philip reported that St Cuthbert’s Out had declined to purchase a dog waste bin for Bennetts 

Lane.  After discussion it was agreed to approach Mendip District Council to ascertain if it would 

be possible to place a dog waste bin at the top of Turners Court Lane.  The Clerk undertook to 
contact the District Council. 

 

 
DA 

15  Highways and rights of way 

Philip raised concerns regarding heavy rainwater running along the road and not the gully of the 

A37 viaduct. 
 

The Clerk undertook to report to highways. 

 

 

 

 
DA 

 

16  Dates of future meetings  
2021: 2 March, 6 April, 4 May, 1 June 

 

 
 

 

The Chair closed the meeting at 8.05pm 


