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Church of England Services

December 6th 10am  Communion in St. James, Ashwick
 
December 13th 10am  All-age worship in All Saints, Oakhill
 
December 20th 10am  Communion in Holy Trinity, Binegar
 
Christmas Eve 11pm  Christmas Communion in St. James, Ashwick
 
Christmas Day 10am  Christmas Communion in All Saints, Oakhill 
 10am  Christmas Communion in Holy Trinity, Binegar
 
December 27th 10am  Communion in St. James, Ashwick

Due to restrictions on numbers for social distancing we have changed the pattern of 
services in the Parish.

We continue to have services in each of our buildings, but with limited numbers. We have 
not turned anyone away yet, but if the church is full to Covid capacity I am afraid we will. 
Face coverings are needed when in the building and social distancing is maintained.

We have now got the facility to receive online donations 
through our website - www.beacontrinity.church - so please 
consider supporting your local church. You are also welcome 
to write a cheque payable to 'Beacon Trinity' and drop it  
into the Rectory.
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from the Hill
View

How exciting is Christmas?  
Clearly this year many of us are 
concerned about our plans and the 
chance to meet with family and friends. However, I am so conscious that what I write will 
be out of date when you read it as changes are due on December 2nd.

Christmas is seen as a time for family and friends so if we are unable to celebrate in the 
usual ways it will be hard. I have been going into the school for collective worship recently.  
(This too is different as I have to do smaller groups in the hall, and I cannot interact with 
the children in the usual way.)  We have been thinking about values of kindness and 
respect. For me at this time they are even more important. There is always a need to be 
kind to each other but now more than ever. But also, there is a need for respect of each 
other’s situation. We all have different families and networks. We all have had to deal 
with different things, and I do not know your situation, but I do expect it to be different 
to mine. So, I need to respect you and what you are going through and not expect you to 
understand mine. Together with mutual respect and kindness we can support each other 
and find the hope of Christmas, that is hope of a future where peace, justice, kindness, 
wholeness and love prevail.

The Christmas story is filled with signs of kindness and love. As we decorate our homes, 
send cards, listen to carols and exchange gifts let us remember even more than ever the 
power of kindness and love.

This year we are unable to have large services in church, so no Christingle or carol 
services, I am afraid. But, we are working together as village communities to celebrate, 
and in this magazine you will see details of Christmas Trails, Advent Windows and Nativity 
Stones. My hope is that our villages will radiate Christmas in so many ways. Families will 
find new ways to enjoy the season. And in amongst the decorations we can find the story 
of Christmas, the birth of a baby who changed the world and gives hope for all.

I pray you have a blessed Christmas and hopeful New Year.
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Covid-19 Helpline update
At the start of lockdown we set up a helpline phone number with answering machine for 
people in the Oakhill/Ashwick area and Binegar PC and the BAGS group did similar for Bine-
gar/Gurney Slade. It was very well used for a long time as people who were shielding needed 
help to collect medication or shopping. We who organised it either side of the hill had a 
great list of volunteers who were willing to help out. I know how important it was for many 
people. THANK YOU to all those who helped out in one way or another.

The restrictions of movement have now been lifted and the use of the helpline has virtually 
stopped. So, the Oakhill/Ashwick phone will no longer be monitored.  Should anyone need 
help then you are able to call the Rectory in Oakhill or Clerk to the Parish Council in Binegar 
as we still have the details of people who will help out.  Richard Priestley

Help control the virus  
To protect yourself and others when you leave home you must:
• Wash hands - keep washing your hands regularly
• Cover face - wear a face covering over your nose and mouth in enclosed spaces
• Make space - stay at least a metre away from people not in your household

If you are feeling unwell, get a test and do not leave home for at least 10 days.

Coronavirus symptoms can include:
• A high temperature
• A new, continuous cough
• A loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste
Advice taken from Gov.UK and the NHS

The Advent Wreath 
An Advent wreath  – as featured on this month’s cover – is typically a circular  
garland of evergreen branches, adorned with five candles. The candles are lit in the 
four weeks leading up to Christmas and each has its own special meaning. The first 
candle, the prophecy candle, or candle of hope, is purple. The second, also purple, is 
called the Bethlehem candle, or the candle of preparation. The third candle, known 
as the shepherd candle, or candle of joy, is pink or rose in colour. It represents joy 
or rejoicing in the lead up to Christmas. The fourth candle is purple in colour and is 
known as the angel candle, or the candle of love. In the centre of the Advent wreath 
is a white candle, representing purity, light, regeneration, and godliness. This is the 
Christ candle and is the last to be lit – on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.

Extract taken from www.learnreligions.com/symbolic-colors-of-advent-700445
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This month's cover...
This month's cover photo is an Advent wreath  
(see description opposite), by Lee Linford.

Please send photos for the cover  
(portrait orientation, in colour) to:  
magazine@beacontrinity.church . Thank you. 

Community corner

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.

From “For the Fallen” by Laurence Binyon!

David Stone

Heather Greaves

Vanessa FoottMark Adler

Mark Adler
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Halloween High JinksHalloween High Jinks

LIMITED TIME ONLY

OCTOBER 31

50% OFF
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Having been writing bits for the parish magazine for nigh on forty years, has obviously led 
to the inclusion of  a few thoughts concerning Christmas. This being the case I thought that 
just for a change I should look for something a bit different.

With this in mind, it is perhaps not altogether a surprise that what seems to have become 
the popular subject concerning discrimination popped up. While it goes without saying that 
I am against the more obvious and blatant forms of  discrimination that is abroad in society 
these days, neither am I greatly enraptured by what these days seem to have become a 
popular past time among some elements of  our society of  going through the words and 
actions of  other people with the proverbial fine-toothed comb, whittling out anything that 
could by an extended stretch of  the imagination be construed as discriminatory. 

An example that comes to mind was thrown up by the media way back in September.   
The report in a daily paper told about the proprietor of  a hair dressing salon struggling 
with restrictions caused by the virus, who placed an advert with a job centre for a fully 
qualified hairdresser. The advert included a few words making the point that the job was  
in a small friendly salon, so only happy friendly people need apply. Shortly after she was 
contacted by a member of  the job centre, to say that they couldn’t use her advert.  
The reason being that it was considered that her use of  the word ‘happy’ might be 
considered to discriminate against someone who might wish to apply for the job, but didn’t 
consider her or himself  to be a happy person. Naturally, at first she thought that it was 
someone playing a bit of  a joke, only to be assured that no, it was the job centre and they 
wouldn’t or couldn’t accept the use of  the word ‘happy’ in the context of  her advert; --- 
which to my mind, even without the use of  a fine toothed comb, suggests that she could in 
turn be construed as a victim of  discrimination!

Of  course, it is often said these days that common sense is not always very common in 
modern society. However having said that, it appears that in this case common sense did 
later prevail, when the job centre management contacted the would be advertiser to admit 
that they were wrong to ban her use of  the word happy. 

Now I suppose having taken the trouble to read this far, you may be inclined to ask what 
this ramble about discrimination has to do with Christmas. Well, at the risk of  getting on 
the wrong side of  anyone who might be intent on exercising the fine tooth comb, thus 
standing the chance of  being accused of  discriminating against someone who may  
find themselves offended by the happy celebrations surrounding the  
Christmas festival--- HAPPY CHRISTMAS!

Grenville’s Ramblin’s...

Grenville Reakes
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Advent Windows

Every day  
through December 
there will be new 

windows or garden 
scenes decorated 

around Oakhill and 
Ashwick.

Take a walk and 
enjoy spotting the 
creativity of our 
villagers as we 

celebrate Advent 
and Christmas 

together.

If you can’t find 
one for a particular 
day, then they will 
be included on the 

Christmas Trail Map 
and on our website. 

Have fun and  
please take care.

Nativity Stones
We are not able to have Nativity 
services this year, so we have created an 
opportunity for families to tell the Nativity 
Story themselves through Nativity Stones.

The Children at school will be given a 
small bag and a note explaining what to 
do. Then in the lead up to Christmas there 
will be painted stones scattered around 
the villages for you to find. Go on a walk, 
see the Advent Windows, or enjoy the 
Christmas Trail and search for Nativity 
Stones. Collect all five and put in the bag 
then sit down as a family and use them to 
tell the story of  Christmas.

For more information about our Church 
Christmas initiatives see our website  
www.oakhillchristmas.org
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Colour-in Nativity Scene
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Binegar and Gurney Slade Parish Council 

Festive Fun for All 
SSeeeekk  oouutt  tthhee  TTwweellvvee  DDaayyss  ooff  CChhrriissttmmaass    

SSeeee  hhooww  mmaannyy  SSaannttaa’’ss  yyoouu  ccaann  ffiinndd  

EEnnjjooyy  tthhee  iilllluummiinnaattiioonnss  

Join in the festive fun 

Decorate a window and/or your front garden 

Hide a Santa in your display for the kiddies to find 
 

Keep Safe and have a Very Happy Christmas  

 

Diane Abbott Parish Clerk: binegarpc@hotmail.co.uk  

www.binegar-pc.org.uk 

Your councillors - Jon Abbott, Philip Blatchford, John Bridges, Cath Law,  Phill Roberts, John Scadding and David Stone 
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Official

SANTA STOP!

PUT ME IN YOUR WINDOW!

✄
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SANTA STOP!

✄

Christmas Recipe:  
Hanging Gingerbread Biscuits
Ingredients:
For the biscuits
225g Unrefined light muscovado sugar
125g Butter (unsalted)
2 tbsp Black treacle
2 tbsp Golden syrup
450g Plain white flour
1 tbsp Ginger (ground)

 
1 tsp Mixed spice
1 tbsp Cinnamon
1 tbsp Bicarbonate of soda
1 tbsp Milk (whole)
For the decoration
Unrefined golden icing sugar
Silver balls

Method:
Preheat the oven to 170ºC (150ºC fan, gas mark 3). Place the butter, treacle, golden 
syrup and light muscovado sugar in a pan and heat gently until the butter melts and 
sugar dissolves. Remove from the heat and allow to cool a little.
In a large bowl, mix together the flour and spices, then pour the sugar mixture into 
the dry ingredients and stir to combine.
Dissolve the bicarbonate of soda into the milk and add to the bowl. Combine to 
make dough, adding a little more milk if necessary. Wrap in cling film and place in 
the fridge to cool for at least 30 minutes.
Roll out the dough on a surface that’s lightly dusted with flour and cut out shapes 
using the Christmas cutters. Transfer onto the baking sheets slightly spaced apart, 
and bake for 10-15 minutes.
Remove from the oven. Whilst they are still soft, make one hole in each with the point 
of a skewer large enough to thread some ribbon through. Leave to completely cool 
on a wire rack.
Mix the golden icing sugar with water to form a stiff glacé icing, fill the piping bag 
and carefully pipe lines or dots on to decorate the biscuits. Add the edible silver 
balls while icing is wet.
Once the decoration is dry, thread some ribbon through each ready for hanging.
Source: www.bakingmad.com/recipe/christmas-gingerbread-hanging-biscuits.
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East Mendip Gardening Club...
December and still things to do in the garden as we approach the shortest day of the 
year and hope for bright crisp days, but accept wet and windy ones.

To protect potted plants from the harshest 
weather, group them together in a sheltered 
position in the garden.

Cut holly with berries for 
Christmas decorations, stand in a 
bucket of water until required.

Winter prune wisteria cutting back summer side-shoots 
to 2 or 3 buds. Prune Japanese Maples (Acers) and vines if 
needed, as they will bleed sap if pruning is done any later.

Take root cuttings of 
perennials including 
oriental poppies, phlox 
and mint and grow on 
in a cold frame.

Remove yellowing leaves 
from brassicas they may be 
harbouring pests and diseases 
and cover with netting to 
protect from pigeons.

Prepare your soil for next year’s planting 
by digging over empty borders and 
spread with manure to let the worms  
and frost break up the clods of soil.

Dig a trench and fill with 
compostable kitchen 
waste, re-cover with soil 
and leave to rot down 
and improve the growing 
conditions for next 
year’s crop of beans.

Use this time to create a network of hard-wearing 
paths on a new garden plot or allotment and repair 
existing paths.

Apply glue bands or grease bands to the trunks 
of fruit trees to prevent wingless female winter 
moths climbing to lay their eggs in the branches.
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...the Winter gardener
If not already done clean the green house thoroughly.  
Wash the glass, floor and staging with horticultural 
disinfectant. Wash and disinfect capillary matting 
before storing it away.  Ventilate the greenhouse on 
warmer days to reduce humidity and the risk of disease

Taken from Thompson & Morgan’s “What to do in the Garden this month”  
www.thompson-morgan.com/what-to-do-in-the-garden
Jane Evans

Brush heavy snow off 
the tops of greenhouses 
and cold frames to 
prevent damage.

Insulate outdoor taps or turn off from the mains. 
Empty and pack away hoses that are not required.

Shake heavy show from 
coniferous trees and 
shrubs to prevent broken 
branches.

Avoid walking on the 
lawn when blanketed 
by heavy frost or snow 
as this damages the grass.  If a mild winter, 
continue to cut the lawn, if it is growing, 
raising the height of the blades. 

Remove slimy patches 
on patios and paths 
by scrubbing with a 
broom or blast with a 
pressure washer.

On a wet day read the seed catalogues and order 
your flower and vegetable seeds for next year. 
Reflect on what worked well and what didn’t during 
the past year and don’t afraid to try new ideas.

Wash down all your garden tools and wipe with linseed 
oil to feed the wooden handles and prevent rusting.

Choose a dry day to clear out the garden shed in preparation  
for spring and check the security.
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Binegar Scouts  
December 2020
1st North Mendip is a thriving Scout Group that meets in Binegar Memorial 
Hall weekly during term time. We currently have Beavers (6-8yrs), Cubs (8-
10yrs) and Scouts (10-14yrs).

Beavers and Cubs started the month using the what3words app to complete 
part of their navigator badges. They carved some amazing pumpkins for 
Halloween, as well as taking part in other Halloween crafts, and discovering 
the origins of Halloween.

Scouts continue on Zoom and looked at the dangers of smoking, drugs and 
alcohol on our bodies. They also tried some You Tube drawing tutorials, as 
well as looking at how to keep ourselves safe online.

Do you have a young person aged 5, 6 or 7 that may be interested in joining 
our Scout In adventure? We're looking for young people who want to make 
new friends, have fun and learn some new skills in our Beaver section.  
Why not give it a try?

If you are interested in joining us please sign up via our Online Waiting List: 
https://tinyurl.com/v7kz5kp or contact a member of the team:
Beavers/Cubs - Gemma (Raksha) - 01749 938321
Scouts - Natalie (Gunner) - gunnerexplore@gmail.com
You can also sign up and see what we're up to on our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/northmendipscouts

From Roemead Farm. 
Written by 
Gerald Esain.

Weather Report: 
October 2020

October was a very wet month 
with 142mm of rain recorded in the first  

4 days. Total rainfall was 264.5mm, highest 
October rainfall for this site. 

Previous highest October was 1998 with 230mm.  
The next highest ever recorded month on this site was 252.3mm 

November 2002.
Temperature was a little above average with a top reading of 

14.8°C on the 8th.
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Oakhill & Ashwick Local History Group
The Grottoes of Oakhill
Oakhill has at least three grottoes – that’s a lot for such a small place and goes to demonstrate 
just how fashionable they were in their time. During the eighteenth century anyone with even a 
moderate estate may well have taken to ‘gentrifying’ their land. This could involve planting trees 
to make parkland and designing picturesque ‘pleasure grounds’, often with stone-built structures, 
follies and water features for the family and their guests to enjoy. The pinnacle of the style was a 
grotto, or decorative cave: grottoes could have, say, shell decoration or even include a resident 
hermit (not a real one, just someone paid to sit and meditate when guests came by – though as 
far as we know there were no hermits in Oakhill!). All three Oakhill grottoes probably date from the 
1790’s. They were almost certainly built by a group of friends (who became intertwined by marriage 
and/or business), and each with their own estate to decorate.  

The simplest, or ‘rustic’, grotto belonged to Ashwick Grove, the home of John Billingsley the 
Agriculturalist. He probably built it while gentrifying the estate and rebuilding the house in 1791.  
This grotto lies in the valley that leads down from Ashwick Grove into Harridge Wood. It is within 
the ‘pleasure grounds’, part way up the steep slope  and built against the rockface, so that it only 
needed a front wall and a roof to create a simple igloo-like space within, using the limestone found 
on the site. Sadly it is now dilapidated and overgrown and its roof has fallen in. 

The second grotto is at Oakhill House. There is a natural, almost vertical, rockface close to the 
right-hand side of the house, the grotto is a cave-like depression in this. A decorative flight of steps 
leads up from the grotto area to a higher level of garden, built from the local limestone, with small 
seats let at intervals into the rock. The whole makes a very pleasing feature. It is not decayed like 
the one at Ashwick Grove, presumably because the house has been continuously inhabited and the 
grounds better looked after. The building here was most likely commissioned by John Davis, who 
made his home there after his marriage in 1792. (His son became the first Vicar of Ashwick in 1825).

What was once Pondsmead land (now belonging to The Beeches) is the site of the third and most 
elaborate grotto – more a grotto complex. It lies between the two ponds which once held stored 
water for the Oakhill Brewery, with a decorative flight of steps leading down from the level of the 
upper pond into a room-like area, with niches and stone ornaments including a stone table.  
A walk through into other covered spaces, from which you can look out over the lower pond, ends 
with an exit onto a lower level. This is a beautiful stone structure, richly deserving its ‘Listed’ status.  
Unfortunately, it has suffered from many years of neglect, but the current (relatively recent) owners 
of the land are hoping to soon restore it to its former glory. The stone used here is ‘tufa’ a variety 
of limestone, light in weight for ease of building (especially the roof) and with a gnarled surface to 
produce the required rustic effect.  It is thought this grotto was actually constructed by the famous 
Josiah Lane from Wiltshire, a superb craftsman and specialist in grotto building, who together with 
his father was responsible for a large majority of the best grottoes in the south west.   
This grotto complex is thought to have been 
commissioned by those who co-owned the Oakhill 
Brewery in that period:  James Jordan and John Billingsley.

NB the grottoes at Oakhill House and Pondsmead are on 
private land so please do not visit without permission.  
Ashwick Grove grotto is within the Somerset Wildlife Trust 
area which is normally open to the public but is closed this 
autumn due to Ash Die Back.

Lin Thorley
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Firstly, we would like to thank everyone who joined in with our Halloween Trail 
– including the volunteers at the Hall, the villagers who decorated their houses, the 
parents who bought a map, Smokehouse on the Hill for the donation of cakes and 
everyone else who supported in any way.  Not only did the children have lots of safe 
fun (see the photographs on Page 6), but the village looked amazing, and we raised 
nearly £200 which will go towards the upkeep of the children’s playground at the Rec.

Due to the success of this event, and after suggestions from several people who took 
part, we are pleased to announce that we will be holding a CHRISTMAS TRAIL 
around the village.  It will run from the 19th to the 24th of December, with a Launch 
Event on Saturday 19th December between 4pm and 7pm where we will have a 
refreshment stand on the High Street selling mince pies, mulled wine and hot 
chocolate, if the weather is kind to us.  PLUS, everybody who returns a completed 
map to the Village Hall by the 24th December, will be entered in a draw to win a 
fabulous prize, and there will also be a prize for the best decorated house!  Please do 
join in – it’s not just for the children – it would be lovely to see lots of people out and 
about and feeling festive in a safe and socially distanced way!  Maps will be available 
to buy (£3) from Julie Brooks, Emma Bartlett, Abi Powell, Sarah Westell or Kim Hare, 
or online via GoFundMe (search on GoFundMe.com for Oakhill Xmas), and we will 
have more to sell from the refreshment stand on the day.  The Trail will work in a 
similar way to the Halloween Trail – follow the map and note down the letters 
displayed in the windows to work out the festive phrase. You can do it during the 
launch event or any time up until 24th December.  We hope you all enjoy it!

This Trail will run alongside the Advent Windows that the Churches have organised 
throughout December.  All of the Advent Windows will be marked on the map as well 
as the ‘Letter Trail’ so if you have missed a window earlier in the month, you will still 
be able to find them.  Oakhill will be the most wonderfully festive village this year – 
something lovely to look forward to!

News from the  
Ashwick & Oakhill 
Village Hall Committee
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As I write this, we are in our second lockdown, and the Village Hall is again closed and 
has no earning capability.  The fundraising events we hold, like those above, help, but 
there are other easy ways that you could support us without cost to yourself:

1 - If you shop via Amazon – please consider using the Amazon Smile site and 
selecting “Ashwick Village Hall and Recreation Ground” as your Charity of Choice – 
Amazon will pay us 0.5% of the value of your qualifying purchases, at no additional 
cost to you. 

2 - Similarly if you have oil-fired central heating, please check out Boiler Juice, who 
will donate 25p to us for every 100 litres purchased if you select “Ashwick and Oakhill 
Village Hall” (ID#35276) as your ‘Community’.   It all adds up and really helps in these 
difficult times.

3 – We are expecting a Textile Bank to be installed into the VH car park w/c 23rd 
November.  In brief, for every tonne of qualifying clothing, textiles, pairs of shoes and 
handbags, C&G Collections will pay £300 to the Village Hall and they will also make a 
donation to the 8 Billion Trees Foundation.  So, when you next have a wardrobe clear 
out, bring your old stuff along to our new Textile Bank!

Finally, just a reminder that you can contact members of the Committee via email: 
aandovillagehall@gmail.com, or, if you are on Facebook, you can send a message to 
Ashwick and Oakhill Village Hall, if there is anything that needs our attention or you 
have any comments or questions about the Village Hall or Recreation Field. Thank you 
as always for your continued support. 

Stay Safe.

Kim Hare, 
Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall Committee

Christmas Gifts for Mendip YMCA
As many people are no doubt aware, we have for many  
years arranged for people’s donations of non-perishable food, 
toiletries, etc. for use by the local YMCA as Christmas gifts,  
to be collected in Binegar Church.  

However, as the ongoing Virus situation makes the use of the 
church uncertain, donations may be left in the porch at The 
Galleons, Binegar Lane, no later please than Thursday, 10th December.

Molly and Grenville Reakes
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Bringing comfort and joy
By Bishop Ruth

One of our oldest (16th century) English carols tells us that the story of Jesus’ birth as a 
baby into our world, is good news, bringing “tidings of comfort and joy”. And don’t we just 
need comfort and joy at this moment!

We know that Christmas will not be the same this year. The usual gatherings of family 
and friends will not have the same shape this year. Traditional carol services and Midnight 
Mass may not be possible either but that doesn’t mean that Christmas is cancelled!

This year more than ever we need to carol the words, ‘comfort and joy’. We need to find 
new and novel ways of telling the Christmas story. The Church of England and our own 
diocesan team have provided plenty of ideas by which we can bring Christmas to our 
communities. I’m going to be both a tax collector and a donkey in some of our diocesan 
video re-telling of the story!   

Perhaps even more important is how we can personally be messengers of comfort and 
joy. Who do you know who might need you to bring them some comfort this Christmas?  
Maybe someone who is alone, especially anxious, grieving a loved one? How could you 
offer comfort and support?

And as for joy…? Perhaps we ourselves need to rediscover the joy of the Christmas story.  
What could be more wonderful than knowing that God loves us so much that even though 
it was costly, He chose to come and join us in a world, dark with fear and suffering, and 
bring the light of His presence!

Bishop Ruth

Bishop Ruth's  
December Message
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Henry Russell celebrated Christmas in Binegar. He served as Rector from 
1580 to 1616 during Elizabeth’s and James’ reigns. If from a minor branch of 
the Russells – the Dukes of Bedford – there was money to educate Henry ‘the 
commoner’ at Oxford University. Early appointments as Rector and Prebendary 
show his good connections.

On taking Wells Cathedral’s Wedmore Quinta Prebend, Russell acquired a second 
income and so became a pluralist. Then, in 1594, he was presented to be Rector of 
Tyneham, Dorset and the ‘home’ of the Russells in (oddly) Bristol’s Diocese.  Now 
he had a third income.  

Pluralism – having more than one living – was a general Puritan complaint. 
If more benefices meant more income (maybe deservedly), they also meant 
that one man was responsible for more than one congregation. He could 
not, by definition, be the ideal pastor who lived and worked among his flock.  
Pluralism was, then, a condition that most dedicated churchmen also deplored. 
Tyneham, 55 miles from Binegar, is more than a day’s travel by horse.

At the time, some reactions to pluralism were hysterical, for example, “Pluralities 
are only serviceable unto Covetousness, Ambition, Pride, Luxury, Sloth and 
Universal Unconscionableness in the whole Christian and Ministerial Calling”, 
which covers most of the seven deadly sins!

Pluralism was one of the afflictions that neither Popes nor Reformation had rid the 
Church. It divided churchmen. It alienated the people. It played into the hands 
of Puritanism, weakened the Anglican Church and so contributed to the disaster 
that befell it in the Civil War.

If a pluralist, his other actions showed Russell to be a good Anglican. During his 
time, Holy Trinity Church was endowed with two fine pieces of silver gilded with 
gold: a tazza (wine cup) dated 1602 and inscribed “RGC” and a tankard dated 
1605, inscribed “Benagre Church”. RGC could be George Cooper, our Whitchurch 
Prebendary.

Other evidence on his local presence includes purchase ‘with bond’ of a tenement 
(land) in Ashwick from Robert Pew of Stoke St Michael. In the end, though, 
Russell’s heart was in Tyneham. His University record mentions him only as 
Rector there and his Will makes his affections clear. Still, I am sure he will join me 
in wishing you Happy Christmas.

Tales of old

Richard Higgins
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Colours Cool & Warm
images by the Beacon Photography Group

Initials on images denote copyright as follows: AL (© Andy Ladhams); BV (© Barbara Voules);  
DB (© Denise Bailey); DC (© Dave Chown); DW (© Derek Webb); FH (© Fiona H.);  
IDo (© Ian Donnelly); IDr (© Ian Drake); JD (© Jon Durrant); JH (© John Hoskins);  
JL (© John Law); JM (© Julie McDonald); RS (© Robin Slater); TH (© Tom Husband)

JM JL

JD JH

IDr TH

FH

The Beacon Photography Group meets online, every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm.  
We welcome new members – contact Jon Durrant on 01761 232520 to find out more. 
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Our November meeting took place via Zoom, Covid 19 restrictions still prevent us 
meeting at the Village Hall.  

Our thanks to Richard Priestley for conducting a service at the War Memorial to mark 
Remembrance Sunday and to remember those parishioners who gave their lives 
during WW1 and WW2. Thanks also to Mary Cheshire and Pauline West for tidying and 
replanting the flower beds around the War Memorial.

Street Lighting - Two malfunctioning streetlights have been reported, one along 
the High Street and the second in Chapelfield.  Parishioners can go online to report 
problems with street lighting.  Mendip has responsibility for Sunnymead and  
Withy Lane and can be reported on the Mendip website.  
(https://www.mendip.gov.uk/article/7638/Report-a-Street-Light-defect)  

All other faults should be reported to Somerset County Council on the SCC website.  
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem-with-a-street-light/

Planning updates – The Council recommended approval for the following applications:
2020/1597/FUL erection of multi-purpose farm storage, vehicle maintenance and 
administration building at Badgers Cross Farm.
2020/1660/VRC Variation of condition 2 (plans list)2020/0684/HSE (two storey 
extension and single storey link to garage at Gales Court Bungalow
2020/1730/HSEE - erection of single storey rear extension following demolition of 
existing extension at Field View
2020/1906TCA the felling of a Black Pine and a Lawsons Cyprus at All Saints Church.
This decision was left to the Tree Officer
2020/2140 and 2020/2041 as per the tree schedule.  These were both referred to the 
Mendip Tree Officer
2020/2103/TCA - fell an Alder at The Old Kitchen Garden.  The decision was left to the 
Mendip Tree Officer.

The Council recommended refusal for the following application:

2020/1929/FUL erection of 1 dwelling house on land adjacent to 22 The Old Maltings.

Co-options – Two members of the community have come forward for co-option.  This 
will bring the Council up to full membership with eleven councillors.

Magazine sponsorship – The Council has received a grant application for £350 from 
Peter Dennis to continue giving sponsorship to The Beacon, our much-valued parish 
magazine!

The Council updated its’ Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, and approved new  
Co-option and Grant Policies.

Parish Councillors
Roy Bailey, Becky Battagel, David Barlow, Phil Briscoe, Sarah Emery, David Gilson,  
Lizzie Lewis, David Thorley and Bryan Wells.

Ashwick Parish Council 
November 2020 Update – David Barlow & Kate Egan 
(ashwickparish@hotmail.co.uk)
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Autumn Clean Up
Many thanks to all who came out to help with the Autumn village clean up.  
We are pleased to report there was very little litter and thanks must also 
go to those parishioners who regularly pick up litter throughout the year.

Playground
A temporary repair has been made to the vandalised fencing behind the 
large multi-play.  Further work will be carried out to secure the fencing on 
the other side of the park.

We hope families and visitors will continue to enjoy the park which 
currently remains open.  Sanitiser is available adjacent to both entrances.  
Please continue to adhere to social distancing when using the park.

Ash Dieback
Many of the trees in the Parish have succumbed to Ash Dieback.  The 
Parish Council have arrangements in place for these trees to be felled with 
work commencing on Neville’s Batch and Binegar Bottom.

Overgrown hedges
Now is the time to cut back your roadside hedge if you have not done it 
already. Overgrown hedges can be a hazard to walkers, riders, cyclists and 
drivers. Make sure you are not the cause of an accident.

Parish Council Meetings
The Parish Council will meet virtually on Tuesday 1 December at 7:00pm.  
There will be no meeting in January.

WISHING YOU A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND 

A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 

Keep Safe

Diane Abbott Parish Clerk: binegarpc@hotmail.co.uk 
www.binegar-pc.org.uk

Your councillors - Jon Abbott, Philip Blatchford, John Bridges
Cath Law, Phill Roberts, John Scadding and David Stone

Binegar and Gurney Slade 
Parish Council News
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As you may be aware, the government has now invited Somerset County 
Council to submit its business case for local government reform in 
Somerset. There are currently two proposals - one from Somerset 
County Council (One Somerset) and one from the four district councils 

– Stronger Somerset - on the table for submissions. One Somerset would see the county council 
and four district councils replaced by a single, new council. Stronger Somerset has been launched 
by the four district councils – Mendip, Sedgemoor, Somerset West & Taunton, and South Somer-
set – and will create two councils, replacing the present county council and four district councils.   
The article below sets out the case for One Somerset and is reproduced following a request from 
Somerset County Council.

One Somerset: Together we can work as a united team

Somerset: It’s a county of contrasts but it works as a whole - not two halves. If asked where 
you are from, you may say your town or village, your county. It’s your identity. 

That’s just one of the reasons why One Somerset, a single new council for the county, works. 
It makes sense. It unites Somerset as a single team with a strong and clear voice and sense 
of place and belonging.

All are agreed that the current, three-tier system (county, district and town or parish) is past its 
sell-by date, that reform is needed and that unitary is the way forward. It makes sense that it’s 
a single unitary under one Somerset flag.

The plans have been developed with the people who know Somerset – like the County Council 
teams who provide threequarters of local government services and city, town and parish 
councils who are right at the heart of communities. 

Together we can: work as one in a crisis. Since March, Somerset like the rest of the country, 
has been rising to the challenge of the pandemic. But it shouldn’t take a crisis to bring Som-
erset together – such as flooding or coronavirus. When these happen, it takes time to bring 
every council, agency or organisation on board at a time when we can least afford to delay. 

As a single council Somerset would have one strong response from Day One, harnessing 
the strength of our long-established partnerships with health, care, education and blue-light 
services. 

Together we can: realise ambitions. One Somerset is aiming high – it’s about making life 
better for people in Somerset with people in Somerset. It’s giving people in their city, town or 
village the power to do more at the grass roots. Local Community Networks would bring par-
ish/town/city councils together with the unitary council as well as voluntary and community 
groups. Together we can get things done. 

Together we can: keep supporting the mums-to-be, the vulnerable children, adults and families 
and deliver quality services that ensure ALL people, whether young, old or somewhere in 
between get the respect and care they need.

Together we can: invest in Somerset with a unitary bonus of £18.5m each year. This is cash 
that can be spent on issues that really matter from addressing climate change to caring for 
the most vulnerable. One Somerset’s sums add up: the savings are realistic.

Together we can: stay as Somerset. One Somerset doesn’t want to split up the county, build 
a new bureaucracy or create more confusion. One council equals one strong Somerset voice, 
one point of contact for customers and one, united team to serve the residents, communities 
and businesses of Somerset. Together, we can. Issued by One Somerset.

The proposals of the four District Councils – Stronger Somerset - can be found at  
www.strongersomerset.co.uk
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Oakhill Surgery
By providing Oakhill Surgery with your mobile number  
we can:

• Send you a reminder for your appointment
• Text you with information about services at Oakhill Surgery
• Contact you on an individual basis to ask for health information  
 to update your record
• Contact you as an alternative to your landline

Please email:
oakhill.surgery@nhs.net with your mobile number alongside your name and 
address and we can simply add this to your record, or call us to tell us on 
01749 840233.

Oakhill Surgery, Shepton Road, Oakhill, Radstock, BA3 5HT
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 Ashwick Church Rooms
The Church Rooms at Ashwick are available for hire and are the perfect venue 
for smaller functions - from children’s parties to intimate country weddings.  

The Rooms have a large well-equipped kitchen, full disabled and baby 
changing facilities and is centrally heated throughout.  To view the Rooms, or 

for details of our competitive hire charges, please contact:  
Caroline Stevens Tel: 01749 840170

e-mail: caroline.stevens@beacontrinity.church

FOR HIRE 
ASHWICK & OAKHILL 

VILLAGE HALL
For organisations, social functions 

and family occasions. 
Main Hall, Committee Room  

and Kitchen Facilities. 
Competitive Rates

For details, to view and for 
bookings please email:

aandovillagehall@gmail.com 

Registered  
Charity

Binegar & Gurney Slade Memorial Hall
A large bright hall and separate meeting room available for hire.

Suitable for a variety of events including:
Children’s parties, family gatherings, fundraising events and meetings.

Well equipped with a modern kitchen.
For further information call   

01749 326115

Currently 
closed due to 

Covid-19

Currently 
closed due to 

Covid-19

Currently 
closed due to 

Covid-19
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Rookery Farm  Binegar  BA3 4UL 
Open Tue-Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 10am-2pm 

www.frecklesandboo.co.uk    theteam@frecklesandboo.co.uk   07506363929

Freckles & Boo is a new farm shop, bringing you 
the very best produce fresh from the farms and 
fields of Somerset and beyond.

Our shelves are packed full of the finest local fruit & 
veg, dairy and meat products are delivered daily from 
our partners in the region. We also have a fantastic 
range of artisan bread and a great selection of local 
wine, beer and cider.

We look forward to welcoming you through our doors.

Gavin, Tara and the team x

CLIFFORD FOOTT GARDEN MAINTENANCE
All aspects of gardening covered from weeding to landscaping,

garden clearance, fencing and patios
Call Cliff to discuss your needs:

07794 846180
cafoott@me.com

Gardening with a smile whatever the weather.
Fully insured.
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www.peterbowen.net      07989 163 152

Peter Bowen Art
Handmade in East Horrington . . .

Cream Jug
300ml

Butter Dish with Lid 
for 250g butter

Sugar Bowl with Lid 
and Gold Leafy Spoon

Serving the communities of Ashwick, Binegar, Oakhill and surrounds 

Judith Derbyshire
your local solicitor 01458 850 146 

jd@purelyprobate.co.uk
01458 850 146

Purely Probate Solicitors, Lower Farm Offices, West Bradley BA6 8LT

“Purely Probate not only have a straightforward, transparent and clear fee structure, but were also much 
better value for money than previous solicitors and they took less than half the time!!”  Clive, Langport

“Purely Probate were wonderfully thoughtful, efficient and professional in their dealing 
with the preparation of my Will.” Elizabeth, Bath

“Judith, thank you for the work you have done for us regarding my late Mother’s estate, our Wills and 
Powers of Attorney.  We have all been most impressed with the team at Purely Probate and have no 

hesitation in recommending you to our friends!” Anthea, Meare

Wills, Probate, Power of Attorney

Purely Probate: Solicitors with heart serving clients we value
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WE ARE AN INDEPENDENT TEAM OF CARERS, WORKING IN THE COMMUNITY.  WE ARE 
ABLE TO MEET A WIDE SPECTRUM OF SUPPORT IN YOUR HOME COVERING ALL 
ASPECTS OF CARE. EACH CARER HAS EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE, WITH A VERY WIDE 
SCOPE, ENABLING US TO PROVIDE A CARE-PLAN SUITED TO YOUR NEEDS. 

ORIGINALLY, FOUR YEARS AGO, THREE OF US, WHO WERE ALREADY IN THE CARING 
DOMAIN, WERE BROUGHT TOGETHER THROUGH LOOKING AFTER A VERY SPECIAL 
LADY, SINCE WHICH TIME WE HAVE GROWN SIGNIFICANTLY. WE OFFER DAYTIME 
SHIFT CARE, EVENING SHIFT CARE, NIGHTCARE AND 24 HOUR CARE AT HIGHLY 
COMPETITIVE RATES THROUGH OUR INTEGRATED TEAM OF DEDICATED LOCAL CARE 
PROVIDERS. 

IF YOU OR A MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY ARE CONSIDERING THE OPTION TO HAVE 
SOME ASSISTANCE WITH YOUR DAILY/NIGHTLY CARE, PLEASE CONTACT US AND WE 
WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO CALL IN FOR A CHAT.  

For further details call:      07533 442040    or    07895 715637 

The Care Team
 

PROPERTY HANDYMAN 
SERVICES AND REPAIRS
Home owners, residents, 
offices, businesses, letting 
agencies and landlords.

Fully insured and family run.

Contact us today for a free, 
no obligation quote.

JAMES ANDREWS

T: 0781 4759441 / 07800 895785

E: n.sage83@yahoo.co.uk
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Contact our funeral directors, in Oakhill, Somerset,  
to discover more about our wide-ranging services.

Radstock
Highfield House,
Bath Road,
Oakhill, Radstock,
Somerset, BA3 5AF

 01749 840499
 Midsomer Norton 01761 418921
 Shepton Mallet 01749 346567
 n_maggs@hotmail.co.uk
 njmaggsfuneralservices.co.uk
 Open 24/7

Shepton Mallet
18A Commercial Road
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5DJ

Call Us to Speak  
to a Funeral Director

 01749 840499

Drystone wall specialist

DSWA certified – Patrick Houchen

All types of stone walling undertaken

01963 371123 
www.yenstonewalling.co.uk

Yenstone Walling & Landscaping
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Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, 
Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A 
member of the Association of British Insurers. 

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in 
NFU Mutual Bath, The Old Stables, Manor Farm, Stratton On The Fosse, Bath,  
BA3 4QF 
Tel: 01761 239382 

INSURANCE THAT’S 
ON YOUR DOORSTEP 
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make 
changes to your policy or make a claim. 
Our insurance products and financial services include: 
• Home
• Car
• Business

• Farm
• Property Owners
• Equine

• Financial Planning
• Pensions
• Investments

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from 
specialist providers. When you get in touch we’ll explain the advice services offered and the 
charges. Financial advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited. 

D-22B92265

The Oakhill Inn, Fosse Road, Radstock, BA3 5HU
01749 840442 •  info@theoakhill.com
www.theoakhillinn.com

Opening times:
Mon-Fri: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-10.00  Food: 12.00-2.00 & 6.00-9.00
Sat: 12.00-11.00  Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-9.00
Sun: 12.00-10.00  Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-8.00

Award-winning food cooked using local, seasonal ingredients
Delicious Sunday roasts • Stonebaked sourdough pizzas

Local guest ales & Oakhill Inn house ale
Excellent wine list • 20+ wines by the glass

Sunny courtyard garden • log fires in Autumn/Winter
5 En suite bedrooms • Large dining room for private events

under new 
ownership
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CASH BINGO
@ THE GEORGE INN, 

GURNEY SLADE
EVERY MONDAY NIGHT

BOOKS ON SALE £1 EACH 
FROM 7:15PM - 7:30PM START 

TEL: 01749 840667

J C Upholstery
Quality re-upholstery

Free estimates
Setees and chairs made to order

1 Dye Lane, Oakhill, Radstock, 
BA3 5AJ

Free Quotations
Tel: 01749 840930

Out of Hours: 01761 434174

Pauls auto services
Electrical & 
Mechanical 

Repairs
Servicing

Welding
Fabrication
Minor Body 

Work
MOTs Arranged

Tel: 01749 841047 Mob: 07970480967

Kevin Grubb
Carpenter and Joiner

Building and property maintenance 
kwgjoinery.co.uk

kevin.grubb87@gmail.com
Tel: 07821005519
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The Post Office Stores - Gurney Slade
Opening hours 5.30am-8pm weekdays, 7am-1pm Sundays

Karen and Paul Weller will be pleased to supply your daily bread plus a full 
range of grocery and household products including cleaning, SWEB key 

recharging. Get your National Lottery and Euromillions tickets here.
Also Road Fund licenses, newspapers, insurances and many other new 
products at the Post Office. All at reasonable prices - served in friendly, 

comfortable and hygienic surroundings.
Orders taken and delivered  Tel: 01749 840367

	  

Rob Maher
Painter & Decorator

City & Guilds Qualified
Extensive Experience – Interior  

& Exterior

For a FREE estimate call:-
Mobile: 07745 599522

Evenings: 01749 671853

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
PHIL BRIDGES ELECTRICAL

Reliable local electrician for all domestic, commercial and 
industrial installations

Tel: 01749 840821 Mob: 07527 843550
Email: phil.bridgesElectrical@hotmail.co.uk
For future reference cut out and keep by phone

NIC EIC Approved Contractor

ACCUBOOKS
Your Local Bookkeeping Service

M : 07904975280                      E : f.phillips924@btinternet.com

VAT Returns

Bookkeeping

Payroll

Monthly/Quarterly Management

Sole Traders and Small Businesses

THE BEACON
Please address all articles/enquiries/

advertising requests to The Editorial Team: 
magazine@beacontrinity.church  

Tel: 01749 840526

January magazine deadline:
Monday, 7th December
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E . EMERY & SONS
1 GLADSTONE VILLA , ASHWICK

Local Family - Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional & Non Traditional Funerals

Pre- Paid Funerals Can Be Arranged
Personal To Your Requirements

Home Visits    24 Hour Service    All Areas Covered 
Chapel Of Rest

Contact Jonathan and Jane on 01749 840350 
E-MAIL jbemery22@aol.com

Balance with Bowen

The Bowen technique is a very 
gentle but powerful muscle 

release therapy that  
brings rapid and long  

lasting relief from pain.
If you suffer from any pain or 
restricted movement please get 

in touch to see how Bowen  
can help you.

Treatment room located in Neighbourne. 
Home visits available.

Cat Wilton 07921 259758
www.balancewithbowen.com

A weekly class of: 

Tai Chi
for better health

Every Monday for one hour from 2-3pm in 
Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall.

"Tai Chi is an easy exercise and the best  
exercise you can do to improve your  

health and wellbeing."
Jo Webb is a qualified  

Volunteer Tai Chi Instructor
Limited numbers – booking essential 

contact Jo on 01749 342035
jo.webb@mbzonline.net

A suggested donation of £3 is requested to cover costs

mailto:jbemery22@aol.com
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Registered 
Osteopath

Trevenen Pascoe
BSc (Hons) Ost. Med. ND.

Structural and Cranial Osteopathy, Gentle 
effective treatment for the whole body.

42 High Street, 
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5AS

Tel: (01749) 342594

RED ROOM PRE-SCHOOL 
School House, High Street, 
 Chewton Mendip. BA3 4LL  

Ofsted EY313518,   Reg. Charity no. 1053784.   
 

Children aged 2-5 years 
Come and learn through play and having ‘fun’. 

At our Outstanding pre-school  
Open 7.45 am-4.00 pm every weekday during school term time.  
Funded places for 2 yr. olds and up to 30 hours for 3 yr. olds 

Contact Elaine Blackmore: 01761 240700  
  

 

 

FRICKER 
Painting & Decorating 

City & Guilds Qualified Tradesman 
Interior & Exterior - Free Estimates 

Tel: 01761 410891  Mob: 07974 874301 
Email: mail@frickerpainting.co.uk

www.masseywilcox.com
e-mail: enquiries@masseywilcox.com

Phone: 01761-232983
Fax: 01761-233184
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Animal Physiotherapy
For dogs and horses

Treatments for arthritis, injuries,  
post operations & lameness.

Qualified Animal Physiotherapist
Liz Tyrrell-Asprey

Mob: 07900 817171
Web: www.animalphyz.co.uk

Vinyl Records Wanted
Cash Paid

Ring Rob 07745 599522

MMeennddiipp  RRuurraall  SSeerrvviicceess  LLttdd  
Lawn Mower and Garden Machinery
Servicing, repairs, Repairs and sales

www.mendipruralservices.co.uk 
T: 07974 259766  Workshop: 07491 665290 

• Chainsaws made and sharpened • Logs for Sale
Springfield, Haydon Drove, Haydon, Wells, Somerset BA5 3EH

PETE BURR
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Walling & Fencing
•

Turfing – Patios
•

Hedge Trimming
•

Site Clearance
•

Fully Insured Staff

Ring Pete for a free estimate
Mobile: 07813 087899

Short breaks and peak 
season weeks available

• Central location seconds 
 from shops and restaurants   
 walking distance to beaches.

• Dogs welcome

Cross Garden Cottage
Enquiries 07814943280 
Or
cynthiasykes@yahoo.co.uk

Beautiful 
holiday 
cottage, 
Salcombe 
Devon
Sleeps 6
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Cherry Blossom Gardens 

We can help you maintain, 
renovate or redesign your
outside spaces

Linda: 07837 813421
Karen: 07708 087147
cherryblossomgardens@outlook.com

Do You love your garden
but don’t have the time?

Philip Saunders
Private Hire 

Driver
Airports and Long Distance 
Trips. Journeys to Heathrow 

from £125

Special Nights Out

Travel in Comfort, with a 
Reliable and Prompt Service
Very Competitive Rates

Tel: 07855 588128

Paul Merrett
Stonework

Patios
Drives

Extensions
Mini Digger & Driver

Tel: 01373 836787

Philippa Spearing Flowers
Weddings & Special Events 

Local, Seasonal Flowers 
where possible

01749 840202 / 07768 738850 
bpspearing@btinternet.com 

www.philippaspearing.vpweb.co.uk

Call: Steven       
On: 01749 841073
Visit: www.erectsca�olding.co.uk

Home and Business
Training – Beginner to Advanced

Bespoke development
Data analysis

Andy Scott
01749 841 688

andy@oakgrid.co.uk
www.oakgrid.co.uk

Microsoft Excel
Home and Business

Training – Beginner to Advanced
Bespoke development

Data analysis
Andy Scott
01749 841 688

andy@oakgrid.co.uk
www.oakgrid.co.uk

Microsoft Excel

www.cerisephotography.co.uk
Rebecca Waters

For more information please look 
at my website or contact me on:-
01749 841282 or 07968 294876
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Osborne 
Tree Services 

All aspects of tree surgery

Tree Shaping, Pollarding, 
Felling, Hedge Trimming, 

Stump Removal,  
Garden Clearance 

• Fully insured • 
•NPTC qualified • 

• National Certificate 
in Arboriculture •

Jody Osborne  
Greystones, Prestleigh Road, 

Evercreech, Somerset BA4 6JY  
07896 813934  

osbornetreeservices@hotmail.co.uk

ALEX
BOWN

Hedgelaying

 Hedgelaying

 Coppicing

 Scrub 
 Clearing

Tel: 01749 840598
Mob: 07813 006 919

Combe Garden Maintenance
Tree surgery – felling, limbing & topping

Chipping & log splitting

Large or small lawns mowed

Fencing contracting – all types

Groundworks & drainage – 11/2 tonne digger & driver

Fully qualified & insured • 30 years experience

Call Rick for a free quote:

07795 428242
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Cornelius
Bespoke Metalwork

by Zak Bolton

Gates, Railings, Chandeliers, Traditional Weather Vanes,
Fireside Tools, etc. Hand crafted to your personal design

Come and make something in Iron, Copper or Brass,
have a go, learn and surprise yourself.

Phone:  Zak on 07796 634510 or Bill on 01749 840366
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tteell::  SShheeiillaa  0077996622  111111775588
0011774499  884411447722

eemmaaiill::  llaayyllaalleesstteerr@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

MMoobbiillee  HHaaiirrddrreesssseerr
aanndd  QQuuaalliiffiieedd  TThheerraappiisstt

MMaanniiccuurree  &&  PPeeddiiccuurree
MMaassssaaggee

Reflexology
Waxing

Eyelash Tinting & Eyebrow Shaping

Wedding Hair and Event 
Make-Up

Chris Jackson
Traditional window cleaning
Fascias and gutters
BWCA Registered
DBS checked

07876 235490
cjwindows1@gmail.com

CJ Window Cleaning
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Established 20 years ago, we have been providing bespoke 
housekeeping services in and around the Mendips. 

Over the years we have come to recognise that attention to detail, 
reliability and professional service are paramount

Our aim is to enable you to look after the things that really matter whilst 
we take care of the rest! 

For more information, please call: 01749 –840764 / 07528 169533

Excellence Around The Home

HOUSEKEEPERS INC LTD.
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 WE  CLEAN 
ü Carpets – Advanced 
     Low Moisture System 
     Dry In As Little As  
     30mins! 
ü Oriental & Area Rugs  
      (Off site facility for 
       superior results) 
ü Upholstery including 

Leather. 
ü Hard Flooring  

Restorative cleaning  
     of  Natural  Stone 
     Ceramic & Porcelain 
     Tiles & Grout lines 
     Vinyl  
     Linoleum 
     Amtico  
     Karndean 
     Wood & 
     Laminate 

 
FOR FREE, FRIENDLY ADVICE 
Call TTLLCC   Unit 33, Old Mills Ind Est 

Paulton BS39 7SU 

01761 235600 
www.rugandcarpetcleaningbath.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
               

The Most Thorough 
Cleaning You’ve Ever Seen 

Or It’s Free! 
What We Give Others Can’t 
*  Telephone Answered Live 

(9.00 – 5.00 Mon to Fri) 
* Accurate appointment 

times 
 No more waiting around!  10 

or more mins late, we ring 
and keep you informed. 

* 100% Money Back 
Guarantee 

 We are not perfect! If a spot 
re- appears or you aren’t 
happy, we’ll return and re-
clean free. If you are still 
unhappy your payment will 
not be accepted. 

* Value For Money – You 
get what you pay for. We 
may not always be cheapest, 
(we won’t use the tricks 
necessary to be so!) 

  

	  

DEVELOPERS

Carpentry & Building
Phone: 01749 841022

Free Quotations

Woodwork
Shop
Facilities

5 Tables at any one time 
Booking essential: 01749 841718 

ALSO we are still offering 
A full Take-Away service 

Fully Licensed with a great range of 
soft drinks both hot and cold  

Rookery Farm, Binegar, BA3 4UL 

 
e-mail info@hartleyskitchen.com

Solving all domestic  
& commercial pest issues

Rats, Mice, Squirrels
Ants, Bed Bugs, Bird Proofing,  

Cockroaches, Flies, Fleas, Wasps & more...

Call or message us for a free quote!
07917 638450
Find us on Facebook  

@PestSolutionsSouthWest

Expert pest solutions  
for over 10 years.  
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At HC-One, kindness is at the 
heart of everything we do and our 
care services are tailored to the 
preferences of each individual. 

• Residential and nursing care

• Short breaks and long term  
care packages

• 9.6 carehome.co.uk average 
user rating 

• Hobbies and interests 
programme

To find more information on 
the care we can offer you or 
your loved one, please visit our 
website, or contact our Home 
Manager, Terri-Ann Weatherall.

W hc-one.co.uk
T  0333 321 4741
E  theglen@hc-one.co.uk
A  Shapway Lane, Evercreech, 

Somerset, BA4 6JS

Exceptional care in the peaceful village of Evercreech. The 
Glen is a friendly care home, offering residential and nursing 
care for older ladies and gentlemen.
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NorthernLights
b e a u t y

Claire@northernlightsbeauty.co.uk or 07834244582
The Birch, Stoke Cresent, Stoke St Michael BA3 5HE

Northern lights Beauty covers all your beauty needs :

These are just some of the fantastic offers I can do.
Call today to discuss your unwanted hair needs

Do you have unwanted body hair? 

prices are based on one session - a minimum of 6 is required and the average is approx 9

Autumn special offers 
Lip/chin/cheek £15 • Neck £20 • Underarms £25  
Basic bikini £25 • Brazilian/Hollywood £45 • 1/2 leg £59

Quote mag02 when calling   

I can also offer multiple areas:
Brazilian/ Hollywood and underarms £60

SHR permanent hair removal is now at 
Northern Lights Beauty and I’m here to help.

Financial advice of true family value

Tel: 01761 202035
Email: zac.cambourne@sjpp.co.uk
www.zaccambourne.co.uk

Zac Cambourne

I provide a comprehensive wealth management 
service, offering specialist face-to-face advice 
tailored to you. My services include:

• Investment Planning   • Inheritance Tax Planning
• Retirement Planning   • Intergenerational Planning

For further details please contact:

H2SJP28802 05/18
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Magazine enquiries/contributions to the Editor
c/o 9 The Acorns, Little London, Oakhill, BA3 5BT

email: magazine@beacontrinity.church Tel: 01749 840526
Deadline for January edition: Monday, 7th December

Hon Editorial Team
magazine@beacontrinity.church

Pam and Peter Dennis with Lee Linford

Hon Magazine Treasurer - Peter Dennis
9 The Acorns Little London, Oakhill, BA3 5BT 

Tel: 840526

Sponsored by Ashwick Parish Council and Binegar & Gurney Slade 
Parish Council, Massey Wilcox, Morris & Perry,  

The Swan Hotel, LKAB Minerals

 

 

CONTACTS 
Ministers 
Priest in charge - Rev’d Richard Priestley 
01749 840239 / vicar@beacontrinity.church 
The Rectory, Fosse Rd. Oakhill BA3 5HU 
 
Pioneer Community Priest - Rev’d Mandy Priestley 
01749 840239 
 
Reader/Minister - Mrs. Kirsteen Heselton 
01749 840550 / meadowfield6@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Curate - Rev’d Rich Miles - curate@beacontrinity.church 
… 
 
Safeguarding Officer 
Branden Heselton : 01749 840550 / branden.7@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Parish Church contacts 
 
Binegar  Patsy Scadding 841163 / patsy411@icloud.com 
 
Ashwick Caroline Stevens 840170 / warrenfarm@talktalk.net 
 
Oakhill  Robin Perry 841379 / rperryoil@aol.com 
 
Treasurer 
Philip Belben 840626 / philip@axeside.co.uk 
The Chapel, Maitland Close, Nettlebridge BA3 5AA 

St. James, Ashwick 
Holy Trinity, Binegar 
All Saints, Oakhill 

A beacon of welcome, acceptance and hope 
centred on Jesus. 
A beacon of welcome, acceptance and hope centred on Jesus.

CONTACTS

Ministers: 
 Richard Priestley: vicar@beacontrinity.church / 01749 840239 
 Mandy Priestley: mandy.priestley@beacontrinity.church
 Kirsteen Heselton: reader@beacontrinity.church

Safeguarding Officer: 
 Branden Heselton: safeguarding@beacontrinity.church

Parish Church Wardens:
Ashwick  Rachael Norris: rachel.norris@beacontrinity.church / 07787 131074 
 Caroline Stevens: caroline.stevens@beacontrinity.church / 01749 840170

Binegar  Patsy Scadding: patsy.scadding@beacontrinity.church / 01749 841163 
 David Stone: david.stone@beacontrinity.church / 01749 840300

Oakhill  Vacancy

Parish Treasurer: 
  treasurer@beacontrinity.church

Parish Secretary: 
 Diana Marshall: secretary@beacontrinity.church

Magazine Editorial Team: 
  magazine@beacontrinity.church 

This publication has been designed using resources from Freepik.com and Pixabay.com. Festive illustrations designed by 
pikisuperstar/Freepik (p2, 4, 7, 8, 20, 48); donation jar illustration (p2) designed by roserodionova/Freepik; poppy 

illustration (p5) designed by rawpixel.com/Freepik; ghosts (p6), haunted house (p6), Santa (p12) & festive illustrations  
(p14, 15) designed by Freepik; winter scene (p8) designed by Kjpargeter/Freepik; ; gingerbread photo (p13) by senivpetro 

- www.freepik.com; sleigh illustration (p16) designed by makyzz/Freepik; donations illustration (p19) designed by 
pikisuperstar/Freepik; roses in garden illustration (p21) designed by Freepik; ying yang illustration (p36) from Pixabay.com.


