
 

www.binegar-pc.org.uk June 2020  page 1 of 2 

DRAFT 

BINEGAR PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held on 30 June 2020 online via Zoom meeting due to exceptional 

circumstances, commencing at 7 00 pm 

Present: Jon Abbott (Chair), Philip Blatchford, Cath Law, Phill Roberts, John Scadding and David Stone. 

In attendance: Diane Abbott (Clerk), Cllr Josh Burr.  

1  Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies for absence. 
 

 

2  Chair’s announcements 
The Chair informed the meeting that the Clerk had called the meeting to conduct essential 

business; namely the Annual Governance and Accountability Return. 

 
The Chair made the following additional announcements: 

 
1. Covid-19 – Parish update 

The lockdown has now been in place for 14 weeks with a considerable relaxation of restrictions 

due this coming weekend (4 Jul).  As a community, apart from the lockdown restrictions, we 
have been essentially unaffected by the Coronavirus pandemic.  A Support Group was established 

on 17 Mar, just before lockdown, to provide assistance as required to those either self-isolating 
or caught-up with the virus.  The Clerk was busy co-ordinating things for the first few weeks as 

people adjusted to the new restrictive conditions.  Fortunately the group has only really been 
involved in the collection of prescriptions and some shopping.  As we return to the new normal 

the group will remain, in case of a predicted ‘2nd spike’, but hopefully unused. 

 
2. Annual Council Meeting 

The Chair stated that this meeting is normally held in May to elect the Chair, Vice-Chair and any 
sub-committees required – legislation allows us to postpone the meeting until next year, wait 

until we hold our next full meeting or manage it virtually.  After discussion the meeting 

RESOLVED to wait until the next full Parish Council meeting takes place. 

 
3. Annual Parish Meeting 

The Annual Parish Meeting was due to take place in May but due to Covid–19 has been cancelled 
for this year. 

 

4. Playground 
The Chair informed the meeting that the Parish Council continued to monitor government 

guidelines about the re-opening of the playground and that it would be opened as soon as 
guidance permitted and it could be done so safely.  Work needed to be carried out around the 

perimeter and a risk assessment carried out.  Phil volunteered to assist.  The Clerk undertook to 
prepare guidance for visitors in preparation for the playground opening. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

3  Declarations of interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

 

4  Minutes 
It was RESOLVED to sign the Minutes of the 3 March 2020 meeting as a correct record. 

 

 

5  Planning applications  

The Chair informed the meeting that three planning applications had been dealt with remotely 

and the meeting noted that following decisions had been made: 
 

2020/505/OTS – Residential development of 13 dwellings with ancillary works and meadow – 
Land West of Flowerstone, Station Road, Binegar – Recommended Refusal 

 

2020/0703/FUL – Plot South of Nevilles Batch – Recommend decision to be left to the 

 

 

DA 
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Planning Officer 
 

2020/0658/OTS – Albany Cottage, Underhill To Marchants Hill Gurney Slade – Decision left 
to the Planning Officer.  The meeting noted that this application had been Approved. 
 

6  2019-20 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
 

1. The meeting received and noted the internal auditor’s report (AGAR p3) 
 

2. The meeting approved the Annual Governance Statement.  (AGAR p4) and RESOLVED that 

the Chair and Clerk sign the statement. 
 

3. The meeting approved the Accounting Statements (AGAR p5) and RESOLVED the Chair    
and Clerk sign the statement. 

 

4. The meeting noted electors were entitled to exercise rights to question the accounts from 13 
Jul to 28 Aug 20. 

 

 

7  Financial matters 

1. To receive and note a statement of the financial position to date 

The meeting noted the financial position to date. 
 

2. To note receipts since last the report 
£9500.00 -  Mendip District Council – Precept 

£1000.00 – Mr Selway – Land rent 

£400.00 – J Emery – Burial fee Charlton family 
£120.00 – Exclusive Memorials – Engraving – Trowbridge family 

£130.00 – Mr Saunders – Land rent 
£105.84 – Open Reach – Wayleave 

 
3. To note standing order payments since the last report 

£xxx.xx – Parish Clerk – April salary payment 

£xxx.xx – Parish Clerk – May salary payment 
£xxx.xx – Parish Clerk – June salary payment 

£671.52 – Primrose Garden Maintenance – April grass cutting 
£671.48 – Primrose Garden Maintenance – May grass cutting 

£671.48 – Primrose Garden Maintenance – June grass cutting 

£35.00 – Community Council Somerset – Subscription 
 

4. To approve cheque payments 
£596.80 – Came & Company – Annual insurance 

£93.47 – SALC – Affiliation fee 

£86.45 – Expenses – J Abbott – Park benches wood, train paint 
£315.00 – Browining Limited – Internal audit        

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

8  Signatories 

The meeting considered and RESOLVED to agree to amend bank signatories removing Richard 

Higgins and adding Cath Law.  
 

 

 

 

9  Dates of future meetings  
The Chair informed the meeting that as at 26 June both NALC and SLCC strongly advise local 

councils to continue to meet remotely, without the need for face to face contact.  It was 

proposed a meeting should be scheduled for September. 
 

To note future 2020 meetings:  
1 September, 6 October, 3 November, 1 December 

 

 
 

 

The Chair closed the meeting at 7.36pm 


